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B30 ™% Bofne® TS HELSDH & Bots amm:
Ambedkar and Gandhiji

In View of the series of allegations emanating from some political par-
ties and their leaders that Dr. Ambedkar was a hater of Gandhiji and that Gandhiji
was an enemy of the Dalits, I would like to reproduce here a portion of the
speech of Dr. Ambedkar which he delivered in the Rajya Sabha on 6 September,
1954, on Mahatma Gandhi. I also participated in the same debate as one of his
colleagues in the Rajya Sabha. I think this will clear all doubts in the public mind.

Paying glowing tributes to Gandhiji, he said, "I respect him and I sug-
gest, in the name of Mr. Gandhi, a Gandhi Trust be created for development or
settlement of the untouchables. After all, untouchables, according to all of us,
were the nearest and dearest to him and there is no reason why Mr. Gandhi may
not bless this project from heaven."

He further said."You may keep it quite outside the budjet just as a sort
of Gandhiji welfare Scheme, which will perpetrate the name of Mr. Gandhi and
which will give relief to the people whom he wanted to protect and whom he
wanted to elevate."
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